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Certificate of Correction Branch 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Certificate 

JUN 1 4 2005 

of Correction 



Re: United States Patent for Antigens Derived From Filaggrin And 
Their Use For Diagnosing Pheumatoid Polyarthritis 
Application No. 09/254,032; Filed April 26, 1999 
Patent No. 6,890,720; Issued May 10, 2005 
Our File 033339/1 76332 . 



Sir: 



It is respectfully requested that a Certificate of Correction be issued for the above- 
identified patent, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.322. This request is made in order to correct 
the mistakes incurred through the fault of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
("USPTO"). 

The mistakes appearing in the patent are set forth on the Certificate of Correction 
enclosed herewith, with an additional copy thereof and a postal card being enclosed in 
accordance with the present USPTO practice. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Raymond O. Linker, Jr. 
Registration No. 26,419 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 



PATENT NO. 

DATED 

INVENTOR(S) 



6,890,720 61 
May 10, 2005 
Serre et al. 



Page 1 of 1 



It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is hereby 
corrected as shown below: 

Title page. 

Item 56, References Cited, insert the following, 

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
WO 92 19649 11/1992 
WO 89 07764 8/1989 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
SIMON, M., ET AL.: "THE CYTOKERATIN FILAMENT-AGGREGATING PROTEIN FILAGGRIN 
IS THE TARGET OF THE SO-CALLED "ANTIKERATIN ANTIBODIES", AUTOANTIBODIES 
SPECIFIC FOR RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS", THE JOURNAL OF CLINICAL INVESTIGATION. 
VOL. 92, NO. 3, 1993J>AGES 1387-1393 

SIMON, M., ET AL.: "MONOCLONAL ANTIBODIES TO HUMAN EPIDERMAL FILAGGRIN, 
SOME NOT RECONIZING PROFILAGGRTN", THE JOURNAL OF INVESTIGATIVE 
DERMATOLOGY . VOL. 105, NO. 3. SEPTEMBER 1995, PAGES 432-437 

GAN, S-Q., ET AL.: "ORGANIZATION, STRUCTURE, AND POLYMORPHISMS OF THE 
HUMAN PROFILAGGRIN GENE", BIOCHEMISTRY. VOL. 29, 1990, PAGES 9432-9440--. 



Column 3, 

Line 53, "1 19 or" should read -1 19 (SEQ ID NO:3) of-. 



MAILING ADDRESS OF SENOER: 



PATENT NO. 



6,890,720 Bl 



FORM PTO 1050 (REV. 3-93) 



ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 282804000 

Tel Charlotte Office (704) 444-1000 



No. of ado'l. copies 
@ 30* per page 



M I 6 2005 




APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



09/254,032 



04/26/1999 



FIRST NA MED INVENTOR 
GUY SERRE 



826 7590 03/28/2002 

ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

BANK OF AMERICA PLAZA 

101 SOUTH TRYON STREET, SUITE 4000 

CHARLOTTE, NC 28280-4000 



flfetofi&Stot 



APR 1 2002 

2E£ lo^lSSIONER J»**teM4s RtfD TRADER 
Washington, D.C. 
www .uspto . gov 



I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



3339-392 



6404 



EXAMINER 



ROBINSON, HOPE A 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1653 

DATE MAILED: 03/28/2002 



Please find below and/or 



attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 




PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



T^ e MA.UNO DATE of tHfs communion aPP J on tne cover sneet „«n tne correspondence address - 



MONTH(S) FROM 



P tt0RT R ENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY B SET TO EXPIRE 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ m<y , ^ „ (M 

.Sssr'rs-— - -- » 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status onn9 • 

' 1)B Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jan 2, 



2a) □ This action is FINAL. 



2b) 53 This action is non-final. 



Disposition of Claims 
4)53 Ciaimts) 1-10 



4a) Of the above, claim (s) 7-/0. 
5)D Claim(s)___ . 



6) 53 Claim(s) 1-6 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 
9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 



10)D The drawing(s) filed on 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on 

1 2)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 p § iiQ( a )-{d). 

1 3,8 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign pnonty under 35 U.S.C. § 9(a) 

a)D All b)D Some* c)63 None of: 

1 E Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

•See .he anachJdSed one. ac«on for . lis, 0, » certfied copies no, ,ece,v . 
Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. ! 119(1. 



Attachment(s) 

1 5} □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

16] 53 Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
17) ^ Information Disclosure Stat*ment(s) (PTO-1449) Paper Nots). _J_ 



18 ) D Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

1 9) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PT0-1 52) 

20) □ Other: 



U S Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 



Office Action Summary 



1 6 Part of paper no. 18 
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Application/Control Number: 09/254,032 
Art Unit: 1653 

DETAILED ACTION 



!. Applicant's election with traverse of Group I (claims 1-6) in Paper No.17 is 

acknowledged. 

2. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the "present application is the U.S. National Stage 
of a PCT appiication and i, appears that the examiner has applied the U. S. standards, rather than 
the PCT Unity of Invention Standards. The common technical feature which is shared by all of 
the claims is the artificial antigen of claims M. This same technical feature is present in claims 7- 
,0. Thus, it clearly appears that the claims of Group I and n form a single genera, inventive 
concept". Applicant's arguments have been considered but are no, persuasive as under PCT 
Rules applicant is entitled to the first product and a method of making and using that product. 
The claims encompassed by Group I has the product (artificial antigen), a use of the antigen 
(method of use) and an antigenic composition. Thus Group I consists of the product and method 
of use of the product. Group n encompasses a method of detecting autoantibodies specific for 
rheumatoid arthritis by using the product of Group I. Note also that the product does not avoid 
the prior art which demonstrates that no special technical feature is present. If the product is 
deemed allowable, then applicant would be entitled to a rejoinder of the alternate method claims 
under In Re Ochai Therefore, the lack of unity found is proper and applicant's contention that 
U.S. rather than PCT standards have been applied is incorrect as PCT Rule 13 grants applicant 
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the first product, method of making and using that product which is encompassed in Group I. 
Thus, the holding of lack of unity is proper and final. 



Priority 



3. It is noted that applicant has claimed priority to application numbers 
PCT/FR97/01541, filed September 1, 1997 and 9610651, filed August 30, 1996, however, 
certified copies of the priority documents have not been received. 



Abstract 



4. The abstract is objected to because this application does not contain an abstract of the 
disclosure as required by 37 CFR 1.72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C §101 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 
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requirements of this title. 



5. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 101 because the claimed recitation of use, without 
setting forth any steps involved in the method/process, results in an improper definition of a 
method/process. Note that "A use" is not a statutory class of invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 V.S.C § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more chums particularly 
iltnSy claiming the subject matter which the apphcant regards as hrs rnvenfcon. 

6. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 

the invention. 

Claim 1 is indefinite because the claim recites "all or par," of a sequence derived from that 
of a filag^ta unit, instead of "obtained from" In addition, it is unclear what part of the sequence 
is referred to (see also Cairns 3-5). Addition*, the claimed recites that "at least one arginine 
residue is replaced with a citnrlline residue" and no sequence is no. recited in the claim ( M a!so 

claim 3). 
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Cta2»W^b^ttadton«j*"...-i*»«a«W to 3 14 and 76 to 144 

. without the corresponding sequence identifier (SEQ ID NO: ). In addition the claim recites 
"arcino acids" rather than "amino acid residues" Note also that the claim is redundant for reciting 
"or alternatively" It is suggested that only one term is recited in the claim. 

Claim 6 is indefinite because the claim recites "and/or" and it is unclear if the slash mark is 
suppose to mean "and" or "or". Claim 6 is also indefinite because the claim does not indicate 
whether the molecular weight recited was measured by SDS-P AGE, for example. 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 



7. 



Claims 1, 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Simon et al. 
(Journal of Clinical Investigation, vol. 92, no. 3, pages 1387-1393, 1993). 

Simon teach purification of a 40 kDa protein which represents a mixture of neutral or acid 
isoforms of filaggri, This protein also is recognized by the autoantibodies directed against the 
filaggrin. Simon also teach that the protein contains more citrulline residues than filaggrin and 
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■discloses that the conversion of arginine residues to citrulline is the cause of a reduction in pi and 
the slight increase in molecular weight observed in filaggrin. The reference also teach that the 
autoantibody against filaggrin is useful to serologically diagnose RA (rheumatoid arthritis). Thus, 
the claimed invention is anticipated by this reference (see Table 1 and pages 1387-1393). 



Conclusion 

8. No claims are allowable. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the Examiner 
should be directed to Hope A. Robinson whose telephone number is (703)308-623 1 . The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. (EST). 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor Christopher S.F. Low, can be reached at (703)308-2932. 

Any inquiries of a general nature relating to this application should be directed to the 
Group Receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-0196. 

Papers related to this application may be submitted by facsimile transmission. The official 
fax phone number for Technology Center 1600 is (703) 308-2742. Please affix the Examiner's 
name on a cover sheet attached to your communication should you choose to fax your response. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/254,032 
Art Unit: 1653 

. The faxing of such papers must conform with the notice pubhshed in the Officia. Gazette, 1096 
OG (November 15, 1989). 



S 5 ^ 



Hope A. Robinson, Ml 
Patent Examiner 

G 
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